In Literacy we will be learning to…
At the beginning of the Spring term we will
investigate stories with patterned language,
focusing on rhythm, rhyme and repeated
text. The children will be reading a variety of
fairy tales, both traditional versions and more
modern retellings. Children will then learn to
use information books to find out facts about
The Great Fire of London. Children will also
write a newspaper report about the fire.

Questions we’ll be asking…
• Where did The Great Fire of London start?
• What year did The Great Fire of London happen?
• Who was Samuel Pepys?
• Why did the fire spread so quickly?
• What is the best material for building homes out of?
• Do materials change if they are heated and cooled?
• What is the capital of England?
• Where is London on a map?
• What countries are in the United Kingdom?

In Maths we will be learning to…
In maths we will be looking at place value,
focusing on 2–digit (Year 1) and 3-digit
numbers (Year 2). Children will be
encouraged to recall number facts quickly
to aid calculations. We will revisit 2D and
3D shapes; learning about lines of
symmetry and grouping using different
properties. Children will then further their
understanding of units of measurement and
will begin to read scales. Throughout the
term the children will apply skills they have
learnt to solve problems.
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Reminders…
•
•
•
•

To continue to hear your child read every day.
Homework and spellings given out every Friday.
PE is on Monday and Thursday.
Forest School will be on a Tuesday (due to the weather
this may not be weekly) – children will need a change of
clothes that you don’t mind getting a bit dirty and wellies.

In Science we will be learning to :
Our topic for the first half term is 'Materials'. The children will
learn to identify and compare the suitability of a variety of
everyday materials. Then they will learn how to plan and carry
out simple investigations. They will have the chance to
explore and investigate how the materials move and can be
changed through cooling and heating.
In PE we will be learning to :
Children will master basic movements during throwing and
catching activities in tag rugby. The children will also learn to
work as a team when playing football. A dance specialist
teacher will teach the children a dance ready for a
performance. Children will then take part in a yoga session
during ‘Feeling good week’.

In Computing we will be learning to:
The children will use the laptops for research to create fact
files and will learn to save and retrieve information. They
will be encouraged to use search engines and to consider
the safety aspects when using the worldwide web.

In RE we will be learning to:
Children will learn to give a clear account of why Jesus is
important to Christians. They will recognise that stories of
Jesus’ life come from Gospels. Children will then recognise
that incarnation is part of the Big Story in the bible. This half
term the children will understand the school value of
‘Friendship’ and identify how to be a good friend.

In History we will be learning to:
Our History focus is on ’The Great Fire of London’.
Using a range of different sources we will identify how
the fire started, why the fire spread so quickly and
discuss the importance of Samuel Pepys’ diary. The
children will learn about how London was re-built and
what changed as a result of the fire.
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In Music we will be learning to :
• Take part in singing, accurately following
the melody.
• Make and control long and short sounds,
using voice and instruments.
• Create a sequence of long and short sounds.
• Create a mixture of different sounds (long
and short, loud and quiet, high and low).
• Choose sounds to create an effect.
• Sequence sounds to create an overall effect.

In Art we will be learning to:
In art the children will paint a ‘London’s
Burning’ scene. We will carefully observe
houses from 1666 and choose appropriate
colours.

In PSHE we will be learning :
GETTTING ON AND FALLING OUT
• Motivation
• Persistence and perseverance
• Overcoming obstacles to success
• Understanding/knowing myself
• New Year Resolutions
• Making choices
• Taking risks

The Great Fire of London
Ideas for activities to do at home linked to our topic.
I enjoy reading and writing

I enjoy maths

I enjoy ICT and Science

Samuel Pepys kept a diary of
events during The Great Fire of
London. Keep your own diary
for a weekend and write about
all the things you do.
Learn to read weighing scales
when you are baking.

Write a newspaper report
about how the fire spread.

Write an interview with Samuel Create a leaflet / report about
Pepys. What questions might
how the fire could have been
you ask him?
prevented.

Use your knowledge of
fractions to cut your dough/
pizza into enough equal pieces
to share with your family.

Create a tally chart. Ask your
friends and family what their
favourite cake is and make a
table to record the results.

Write and solve some word
problems about Pudding Lane
Bakery, e.g. if currant buns cost
10p each, how much would it
cost to buy 2 of them?

http://www.fireoflondon.org.u
k/game/
Play the Great Fire of London
game online. Can you answer
all the questions about the fire
correctly?

Create a poster warning
people of the danger of
wooden houses.

Research ‘The Great Fire of
London’ using the internet.
Type up your findings in your
own words. You may wish to
add pictures downloaded from
the internet.

Research what materials were
used to build houses in 1666.
Draw a picture of your house
and label the materials that it is
made of.

Create a map of the main
streets and landmarks in
London and show how the Fire
spread.

Draw or find images of the
monument which was erected
to commemorate the Fire of
London.

Make a shoebox model of the
Great Fire of London.

Paint a scene of the Great Fire
of London. What colours are
you going to use for the fire
and the houses?

I enjoy History and Geography

Sequence the main events of
the Great Fire of London, from
start to finish.

I enjoy painting, drawing and
visualising

The Great Fire of London
started in a bakery on Pudding
Lane. Have a go at baking
something you could sell in
bakery.

This can be done on the
computer or by hand.
Locate the River Thames on a
map. Write down facts and
information about the River
Thames.
Make a Tudor House out of
junk modelling equipment.

